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White croppers were thus forced into the ranks of farm
laborers or to drift from one season's stand to another. A
third stayed no longer than a year in one place. Methods
of cultivation and upkeep thus fostered slovenly waste, with
little thought given to conserving soil, mending roof or
fences, sending children to school or striking root in the com-
munity's social or church life. "What's the use? I don't get
nothing but a living nohow/' served as a stock reply to all
criticism.
Farm tenancy in the South dated from Reconstruction
days. Early in the twentieth century the system spread to the
corn belt until by 1940 Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Nebraska and
South Dakota had more tenant farmers than Virginia, Ken-
tucky and Florida. But in the Middle West the arrangement
bred no pandemic misery. Indeed, some agriculturalists chose
to invest their capital in equipment rather than acres, while
others were steadily rising from hired labor to tenancy and
thence to ownership. The impact of depression, however,
drove hordes of small owners throughout the nation into the
precarious status of enforced tenancy, with a loss between
1930 and 1935 of three quarters of a million farms by fore-
closure and bankruptcy sales. From the Dakotas to Okla-
homa desperate farmers rallied in 1932 and early 1933 to
save their properties by vigilante methods, cowing agents of
banks and insurance companies while making their own
nominal bids for a cow or harvester. At Le Mars, Iowa, they
dragged an intransigent district judge from his bench and
hanged him by a rope until he fainted. Governors of Minne-
sota, North Dakota and Idaho issued proclamations against
forced sales, and several legislatures hastily passed mortgage
moratorium laws, anticipating the federal Frazier-Lemke act
of June, 1934 (later annulled by the Supreme Court, but
replaced by a more modest law of the same purport), which
postponed the foreclosure of mortgages for six years if the
farmers concerned meanwhile paid a rent fixed by a federal
district judge*

